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Nominations for officers were then made, as follows : 
For president-Prof. Edwin J. Houston. 

1‘ vice-presidents-hlessrs. C. Hering and Pedro G. Salom. 
1‘ secretary-Prof. I.. I;. Rondinella. 
‘1 treasurer-Dr. Wm. H. Wahl. 
6‘ conservator-Dr. Wm. H. Wahl. 

The secretary $70 ief/l., was directed to cast the ballot of the meeting for 
the foregoing nominees, which accordingly was done, and the chairman $YO 
tell., declared them to be the officers of the section for the current year. 

Mr. C. Hering moved a suspension of the rules, in order that the next 
stated meeting might be somewhat deferred. Carried. 

The same member moved that the next stated meeting be held on Tues- 
day, March 10th. Carried. 

The president thereupon named the following members to serve upon the 
committee on admission of members, viz : Messrs. C. Hering, H. Hering, 
Billberg, Pike, Salem, Rondinella and Wahl. 

Adjourned. WM. H. WAHL, 
Secretary pro fem. 

IIALI. OF THE FRANCLIN IN~TIITJW, 

PHILADELPHIA, March IO, 1891. 

I’rof. Enwr s J. HOUSTON in the chair. 

Present : Twenty-three members and visitors. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved. 
The treasurer reported that copies of the section’s by-laws had been 

printed, and that the necessary stationery and supplies had been obtained for 
the secretary and treasurer. 

The committee on admissions reported the following elections: TO 
regular membershilj, hlessrs. John Hoskin, T. Carpenter Smith, David 
Pepper, Jr., H. W. Extol, I;. J. Firth, Craig I<. Arnold, Fred’k H. Calvin and 
Alex. J. Whittingham; and to associate membership, Messrs. D. S. Ritten- 
house, Wm. McClellan and H. Allen Higgins. 

Mr. R. W. Davids presented a paper on “ A new form of megohm resist- 
ance.” 

There was discussion upon this standard and others of the same type by 
Gssrs. Pike, Wahl, Houston, C. Hering, and Billberg. (Referred for publica- 
tion.) 

Dr. Wm. H. Wahl gave “A r~szrntk of recent developments in the manu- 
facture of aluminium,” m which he briefly traced the improvements of the 
Past five or six years in both’ metallurgical and electrochemical methods, 
and instituted a comparison between these two types of processes with the 
view of estimating the possibilities of each in the future cheapening of the 
cost of producing the metal. I-Iis remarks were illustrated by lantern slides 
of the principal methods of manufactures, and were discussed at some length. 
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‘1’1,~~~ WRS nlso considerable discussion respecting the recommendation 
by a Committee of the Anlerican association for the advancement of science 

of.the word ~‘aluminuilz ” for the name of the metal, Prof. Houston speaking 
strong]y in favor of the retention Of the name “ aluminizzsnz,” as being more 
in harmony with the nomenclature of the other metals, calcium, indium, 

magnesium, potassium, etc. 
‘The meeting then adjourned. L. F. ROSDISELLA, 

Secrelavy. -- ----..--.--- - -~ -~~~ 

A SO?% Ori SOME DANGERS IK ELECTRIC 
LIGHTING. 

BY WM. MCDEVITT. 

Inspector of the Philadelphia Board of Fire Underwriters. 

After several years of experience in noting the dangers 
occurring in the use of electric lighting, it has been clearly 
demonstrated that in nearly every case the accidents 
resulted through ignorance both on the part of the work- 
men engaged in installing the wires and the lessee to 
whose care the new apparatus was entrusted. 

These practical illustrations served as valuable lessons 
to those who witnessed them, more especially to the work- 
men, whose education in the business consisted merely in 
following plans laid out by the contractor. 

Although the introduction of electric lighting has rapidly 
increased in our city, its use has been comparatively free 
from accidents, proving that most of the inherent dangers 
have been controlled, leaving but few features that require 
the attention of inventive minds to overcome. The most 
important of the existing defects is that relating to fusible 
connections, as the innumerable variety of alloys used for 
fuse metal is very misleading and is still an element of 
danger. Some of these compositions possess the properties 
of good electrical conductivity and are slow to heat ; other 
compositions are of a character exhibiting weakness when 
heated, resulting in annoyance from continuous breaks and 
offering temPtations (as has been found) 
wire in the absence of proper fuses. 

to use ordinary 


